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THE LUTHERAN (MISSOURI SYNOD) CHURCHES |

“The Eben-Ezer Church on San
Antonio Prairie, 3 miles W

of Lincoln (now defunct). -
Pastor Proft, the pastor
of Fedor, was also /the first

pastor of this congregation,
which was founded in the be-
~ginning of 1876 as was told in
my last article that Proft had
Tesigned from the congregation
at Fedor. He then lived in his
two-story ~ house near West
Yegua and there in the fall of
1875 he entertained the con-
ference of all the Missouri Sy-
nod pastors in Texas who num-
bered only tem at that time.
One of these was from near.
Austin (Rev. Hofius), one from
Wm. Penn, Washington County
(P. Klindworth), three from
Harris County, Zimmermann,
Maisch and A. H. Th. Meyer,
two from Serbin, Greif and John
Kilian, one from Warda (Stiem-
ke) and one from Frelburg also
called Blackjack (Kaspar) and
Proft himself. This was the
roster of that meeting. When
they had met a terrific storm
came up - which destroyed the
town of Indianola on the Gulf.
The minjsters were Ronfined in
that house for nearly a week,
they however did not suffer any,
they hatl cnough to subsist on,
slept upstairs, one beside the
other, working downstairs when
day broke again, and making
their sermons. conjointly for the
uext S¢nday. They had a good
time tbgether, on the whole.

the Prairie about Houston was

en Rev. Meyer went home,| ¥

all under water,

IN LEE COUNTY, TEXAS

> (Continued)
By Rev. Q. Birkmann, Retired.

I would tell'a little story here
of Rev. Proft which Is charac-
teristic of those pioneer days.
Proft related this to me: He
was out on the road riding a
horse one day when he was ac-
costed by a man holding a
pistol in his hand and inviting
Proft to come with him. Proft
followed this invitation which
was backed up by the pistol
They soon came to a house
where they got off thelr horses
and went onto the porch of the
house. Then the man ordered
Proft to lie dogp and rest a
little, and the man himself lay
down beside him, holding his
pistol in his hand. After some
‘ime, Proft ventured to take a
look, and saw that the man was
sleeping. Proft then took the
pistol and rode off. Some years
iater ‘when living in Sherman,
he showed me the pistol and
sald he was carrying It 'in his
buggy when going from Sher-
man to Denlson to preach, but
lie had never had occasion to
make use of it, althouh he
~ecmed to believe that the road
was dangerous enough.

I will now proceed with my
story of the Eben Ezer church.
There were some families on/
the south side of the West Ye-|
zua who had belonged to the|
Fedor congregation but whoi
now joined Proft in gatbering a
new assemblage of peaple to|
start a church about five miles |
from Fedor on the M™ad golng'
to Giddings. The location was|
uot far away from Henry
Schkade who Is a well-known
ol settler and who with his
brother-in-law August Lehmann
helonged to the Eben Ezer
«hurch,  Other memberk were
\ugust Wurm who tells me that '
L+ went.to church in an ox-'
sugon; others were, Wachs-
mann, Sr., John Kieschnick,
werner, Aug. and Sam Melss-
ner, Theo. Tonn, Aug. Birn-
baum, and many others. Only
a very few of these are now liv-
ing. for instance, Birnbaum, Sr.,
Mr. Wurm, Henry Schkade.

The church was dedicated in
the early spring of 1872, Pastor
Proft stayed until the next year}:
when-lie removed to. Sherman
and Rev. Jacoh Kaspar was his||
successor, He had served thej
church at Blackjack (mentioned
above) for ten years. He now
lived at Eben Ezer for twelve,
years, and there still areia few
who remember him, and he is
yet living at the age of ninety

Pastor Kaspar fived. with Wi
growing family under the same

I e e o o

| worshipped at his home and his

imeeting place.

{conveniences at that time.

roof with his church and school,
which is to say that the people

schoolchildren had thelr les-
sons in the same place — just as
had been the case in Serbin tn
the fifties before the first Ser-
bin_church was built in 1859.
And so it had been in Fedor for
it or four years, l:'nld the

st parsonage at Manhelm was
united in one bullding with the

This, of course, involved some
inconveniences for the family
of the pastor,- but there were
other difficulties to be met, and
one did not much consider in-

The first missionfest I ever
attended was that at Eben Ezer
church in 1878. Rev. Kaspar
was one of those who Intro-
duced .these festivals In our
churches, Services were held
under large trees near the
church where seats were ar-
ranged for the congregation
and the guests from other com-
munities and a platform was
built for the speakers. Rev.
Simon Suess who had long been
a missionary among the Ne-
groes in West Africa was one of
the speakers. .He had been
roughing it in the dark co;ﬂ:
nent for some twenty yeal
often without any connection’
with any misslonary society,
and supporting himself from
the products of the soil. v

Rev. E. H. Wischmeyer was
the preacher in Fnglish to the
English speaking people at our
missfonfest that day. Some had
come from Giddings, among
them Sheriff Jim Brown.

This missionfest at Kaspar's
church was a novelty to the
people and from that time up 1o
now our churches in Lee Coun-
ty and elsewhere have kept up
this missionfest custom and
have profited spiritually from
it, besides ¢ ting the money
needed for ons.

1295 baptized members and 180
(communicants. There

Eben Ezer in 1884 numbered

were 39
children In school. .
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Immanuel Church at Giddings,
Organized 1883

I am not pretending to give a
full history of this church or of
any other, my intentioh being
only this, to give some of my

the different churches and the
records they have. I know Rev,
Fischer has such records of his
church here in Giddings, and as
|next year will be the fiftieth
of the life of the Immanuel
congregation,” we shall probably
then hear or read more specific
data about this church;

1. know, of course, that Rev.
|G. Buchschacher, since 1881!
| pastor at Warda, soon began to
|preach also in Giddings. In 1882
teacher Henry Werner instruct-
ed some children nere In a pri-
vate school which was under the
idirection of Rev. Buchschacher
and his people here, the begin-
ning was small, of course, of
both church and school. In 1883
a house was bought and remo-
deled to serve as church and
school on the block now oceu-
'‘pled by August Peter's resl-
dence. The membership in 1884
was only 15, which means vot-
ing members, there being 76
baptized members and 45 com-
municants, ‘

During 1887 and 1888 the
Rev, Theo. Wolfram preached
here temporarily, as also did
Rev. L. Ernst in 1889, both sery-
ing the church at Lincoln. Then
Rev. Krenke was for two years
[the minister in Giddings = and
inrter him Rev. Kirschke (1893
110 1895). At _the end of _thig
latter year Rev. E. F. Moerbe
was called ‘and was installed
early the next year. He remain-
ed here for thirteen years (1896
to 1908) and under his faithful
mihistry In church and school
the congregation made fair pro-

experiences *and facts that 1.
know. For particulars, one will|'
have to consult the pastors of|.

gress, Moerbe's church in 1896 |

had 84 voting ‘members,

P —
here were 54 voting; 375
baptized and 250 communing
members. The number of school
children remaining nearly the
||same for this period, about 50.
In the year of 1902 the present
jfchurch was built, the old one
was moved to ity present loca-
tion, and was used for school,
after having been somewhat re-
modeled, and during later years
another room was added to the
schoolhouse. The church has
now a-.parsonige and a tea-
cher’s residence.

Rev. Fischer has been the
pastor for twenty-three years
and witnessed a remarkable
growth. According to the latest
statistics there are 117 voting
members, baptized 749 and
commuing members 530, school
enrollment 95 (week-day school
with two teachers). The bud-|
get for home purposes is over
$4,000 annually. and over a
thousand for the work of Sy-

inod, Dbesides the misslonfest
icollections which usually ex-
zceed $600. We are aware that
flarge numbers of people at-

tending church :nd great sums
of money collected are not the
main thing to look for, for. the
Kingdom of God is within us, as
Christ says. Yet we have every
reason to believe that Immanuel
church of Giddings Is also in
this true sense a growing
church.

St. John's Church at Lincoln,

° The Eben Ezer congregation
had been in existence ten years
when a new church was bullt on
the San Antonio Prairie in the
neighborhood of what now is
the town of Lincoln. Lincoln,
however, had its beginning in
1889 when the S. A & A. P.
railrond was extended to those
parts, The new church, how-
ever, was builtsin 1886, only
two miles Bast of Eben Ezer
church. The members of the
ew ehiurch il in part belong-
ed to Eben Fzer and said they |
wanted a school nearer to their|
homes than that of Eben Ezer.|
So at first they were supposed
to be building o schoolhouse,
but when they had begun, they
concluded they might as wen
uild for church purposes algo.;

o ammeitC

baptized, 180 cominuning mem- 1mna? Zot -Uhie. consent "oy taes
bers, * and, twelve years later| !mothor congregation, and were

dismissed in peace. They de-
dicated their new place of wor-
ship in the same year, and tem-
porarily, obtained a student to
teach their school. Mr. Chol-
cher from Springfield, was there
for the first year and then Rev.
Theo. Wolfram was called as
their pastor. Wolfram accepted
a call to lIowa after one year
(1888) and was later nt
of the-Towa District of our Sy-
nod. At the beginning of 1889
Rev. L. Ernst was called who
served for almost fifteen years,
and one year later teacher Her-
man Schroeder took over the
work in the school, both men
working together -for many
years in harmony and with
splendid results. At the close
of 1891, the present fine church
was built, and the old one was
used and is now sfill being

Illlﬁed for school purposes. A

parsonage was built and the
teachers residence, both still in
use. In 1888 their church had
138 baptized and 78 communing
members and fifteen years later
the sumber had risen to 440/

and 227 respectively, and the
mumber of voting -members
from 18 to 60. The school had
two teachers and over 80

At the end of 1903 Rev. Ernst
resigned on account of poor
health and Fr. Wunderlich was
the pastor for three years. Inl
1907 Rev. Osthoff was called
and he has now been at Lincoln
for twenty-five years. The re-
cent statistics are: Baptized
members 500, communing 246,

7

vgung 73, enrollment in school'

Transcript can be found in the Birkman blog at http://www.wendishresearch.org/blog_gotthilf birkmann/?e=38
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